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What is Academic Integrity?

• Academic Honesty vs. Academic Dishonesty
• Plagiarism, citation, collaboration

• Academic integrity as a set of principles and practices
• Appreciating why academic integrity matters
• Identifying and using different disciplinary conventions
• Recognizing and acknowledging sources of information, perspective
• Understanding Grinnell College policies



Academic Honesty in Tutorial
Tutorial introduces students to academic honesty policies and practices at Grinnell, 
including both correct citation practices and discussion of issues related to academic 
integrity. By the end of the Tutorial, students should be able to:

a) Define academic integrity and articulate its importance in scholarly work

b) Identify specific behaviors that constitute academic dishonesty, including but not 
limited to cheating on tests; turning in written or graphic work without citing 
correctly the sources of ideas, words, data, or images; collaborating with others 
on projects and homework where that is not allowed; and other behaviors 
described in the College’s handbook, Academic Honesty: Scholarly Integrity, 
Collaboration, and the Ethical Use of Sources.

c) Understand the procedures that would be initiated if suspected of academic 
dishonesty and the potential outcomes for violating the policy

d) Demonstrate basic ability to incorporate other people’s words and ideas into their 
own writing by paraphrasing, summarizing, quoting (block quotes and snippets), 
and responding to an idea or argument.

e) Correctly utilize at least one type of citation method and format. Tutorial Learning Objectives 2019

https://grinco.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/dean/AcadProg/Tutorial_Learning_Objectives.docx?d=wf490f30c2f934f6db10e5284ea2dde10&csf=1&web=1&e=nYpzhN


Academic Honesty in Tutorial

• Academic Honesty quiz
• Academic Honesty booklet with scenarios
• Academic Honesty as part of assignments
• Faculty and students confirm competence



What if I Suspect Academic Dishonesty?

• Notify the Committee on Academic Standing (CAS) via an incident 
report:

• GrinnellShare > Registrar > Faculty/Staff > Academic Honesty > Committee on 
Academic Honesty Incident Report

• https://grinco.sharepoint.com/sites/Registrar/facstaff/SitePages/Home.aspx

• Submit as soon as you have concerns so that the process can begin in 
a timely manner

https://grinco.sharepoint.com/sites/Registrar/facstaff/SitePages/Home.aspx


Academic Honesty Process & Outcomes



Potential for Academic Dishonesty

• Academic Dishonesty is rarely a villainous activity, 
but it is not victimless

• Intention vs. effect
• Moments of Panic

• Eg. It’s 3am, paper is due at 8am, and you still need to 
write four pages.

• Collaboration with classmates
• Eg. Peer-review workshops

• Messy notetaking
• Whose words are these?

• Peer Pressure



Academic Honesty complications

• Different cultures, educational systems use 
different conventions

• Varied approaches to the production of knowledge
• Expectations differ across institutions and even 

within classes at the same institution

• Academic disciplines have developed their 
own conventions

• Students are asked to understand many different 
styles, practices as part of liberal arts education

See Karen Edwards, Focus Groups with Grinnell College International Students:
Regarding Scholarship, Academic Culture and Academic Honesty (2012)



Academic Integrity today

• Academic Integrity is addressed in Tutorial but not 
consistently in other parts of the curriculum

• Students receive mixed messages about collaboration, 
citation, scholarly expectations

• Challenges presented by online teaching and learning
• Ease of copying and pasting – whose words are these?
• Shared documents, chats

• New challenges presented by remote learning
• Students at home may consult with parents, siblings
• Lack of access to institutional resources, spaces
• What else?



Academic Integrity Across the Curriculum

• Academic integrity should be a part of each course 
at all levels of the curriculum

• Instructors should include academic integrity 
guidelines on syllabi and assignment prompts

• Academic integrity should be identified among course 
objectives

• Instructors should dedicate class time to discussion 
of academic integrity and expectations for the 
course

• Academic units should create shared guidelines, 
expectations for their discipline/department



Questions for discussion
• What do you do in your class to promote ethical behavior?
• What are the conventions of your discipline? 
• What practices support students' understanding of these conventions?
• What is something you can implement right away?
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