
Dear Students,  
 
We hope that this message finds you well. We write as we continue to respond to the 
unprecedented challenges of the COVID-19 pandemic. We want first of all to thank you all for 
your understanding and good will as the College made decisions that affected all of 
you profoundly. It was one of the most difficult decisions the College has ever made, and we 
appreciate the many challenges all of you faced as we worked for the health and safety of our 
community. We are grateful to the many faculty and staff who worked with you and your 
families to discern a place where you could continue to learn and engage with the work you 
have accomplished over the course of the semester thus far. You are now in all 50 states and in 
over 50 countries – a truly global Grinnell.  
 
We are also aware that resuming classes on-line after break will present new challenges as we 
embark on this transition in our academic program. The faculty and staff of Grinnell College 
are all here to support you. Please know that the entire faculty has been working in close 
collaboration with our staff in Information Technology Services (ITS) and the Center for 
Teaching, Learning, and Assessment (CTLA) and many other offices to ensure academic 
continuity, with the goal of completing the semester, ensuring the graduation of the class of 
2020, and making regular progress towards everyone’s degree. They are bringing all their 
ingenuity and dedication to your education. They believe in you, and we believe in them in 
meeting the challenges of our shared situation.  
 
Representatives from the faculty and the Registrar have been meeting daily over the past two 
weeks to enact special academic policies that create flexibilities within deadlines and present 
options for you within these exceptional circumstances. We refer you to the e-mail that the 
Registrar sent earlier this afternoon for a summary of these policy changes for the spring 
semester of 2020. In all cases, we encourage you to contact your instructors and advisers, as 
well as the staff in the Academic Advising Office who are available to consult by email 
(advising@grinnell.edu) or Webex. Staff in the Office of the Registrar (registrar@grinnell.edu) 
are also available. Please know that we all miss you and are eager to hear from you.     
 
We wish you a fulfilling return to classes on Monday, and are grateful for your patience as we 
make the transition to distance-learning within our global community.  Thank you for your 
ingenuity and perseverance as we live and learn in new ways together. 
 
All the best, 
 
Anne F. Harris, Dean of the College 
Todd Armstrong, Chair of the Faculty  
 
 


